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gested concern, and a slight intimation of 
opposition stopped its progress for that 
session. Still, as a job was to be executed
by somebody, the Executive Government 
was teased into taking it in hand. Then it 
was brought forward in the last session of
Parliament by the Noble Lord, the Secre-
tarv for Ireland. That his intentions were
good we readily admit. He is a high-
minded, able, honest, Minister, and, withal,
is a man of business. The measure now
assumed an important aspect, and we
opened a battery upon some of its provi-
sions in THE LANCET; but it is not true, as
has been alleged at some public meeting
held in Ireland, that we opposed the 13th
clause of Lord MORPLTH’S Bill. With what
design such a statement has been made,
must be explained by our maligners. The op-
position to the objectionable clauses of that
Bill originated, we are prond to confess, in
the columns of this Journal, and had we
not called the attention of our medical bre-
thren in Ireland to the curious benelits
which were in store for them, the measure,
long ere this, would have adorned, or ilis-
graced, the pages of our statute-books. In
the present Session the Bill has been com
mitted and recommitted, considered, and re-
ported, pro forma, times out of number, and
now it is to be printed this session, for the
third time. Does any man believe that the
PUBLIC INTERESTS demand and obtain the ex- 
hibition of all this zeal ? Mr. FRENCH, we I
tell you again, that you have in Ireland 
some bad advisers, and again we say to
you, cc Beware of JOBBERS."
By the way, we are informed, that we
have been attacked by some of the pecu-
lators, in a circular which has been ad-
dressed from Ireland to some of the Irisla
Members. It was not polite in the writers
to withhold from us a copy of their commu-
nication The attack, however, of the gen-
try in question, furnishes a sufficient proof
of the justice of the grounds on which we
have nnno’!fd thf Bi11.
INSTITUTE OF FRANCE.
ON THE FOREIGN BODIES WHICH SERVE AS
NUCLEI FOR URINARY CALCULL
By M. CIVIALE.
AT a late meeting of the Academy of
Sciences M. Civiale made some observations
on certain modes of formation of calculi, an
abstract of which cannot fail to be interest-
ing.
An account of the nuclei which occasion-
ally serve for the formation of urinary cal-
culi is a neglected though curious point in
the history of the latter productions. M.
Civiale has made some researches with the
view of clearing up several obscure facts,
and has assembled together 166 cases, from
an analysis of which it appears that the nu-
cleus of the stone was formed in 32 cases
by needles or pins ; in 21 by bougies or
catheters; in 14 by pieces of wood ; in 13
by bullets; in 2-1 by fragments of bones,
pipe stoppers, barometer tubes, or stems of
plants; in 14 by the beards of barley or
hairs; in 4 by pledgets of lint, and finally
by rings, nails, fruit-stones, needle-cases, &c.
The greater part of the above cases pre-
sent several interesting points, but we must
confine our notice to those of recent date.
Pins or needles are the foreign bodies
which most frequently serve as nuclei
for stone. This proba hly depends on the
facility with which they present them-
selves to a certain class of depraved indivi-
duals, although it is diflicult to conceive in
what manner females, more especially, can
satisfy their passions with such instruments.
A few needles, of from five to six inches in
length, remained a considerable time in the
bladder without having their points covered
with calculous matter, and in a few cases
only did they penetrate the bladder, vagina,
perineum, &.c.
The formation of calculi upon bullets,
and other foreign bodies of a similar nature,
gives rise to several physiological considera-
tions of importance. In many cases these
bodies have passed into the bladder through
passages which the surgeon would never
dare to traverse with the knife, and what is
more remarkable, without producing, in
many cases, any notable disorder or incon-
convenience. Thus, for example, pieces of
wood from three to seven inches in length,
bullets, &c., have remained for years in the
bladder without giving rise to the insupport-
able pain, necessity of frequent micturition,
&c., which usually attend the presence of
foreign bodies in that viscus.
The introduction of the nucleus is either
accidental or intentional. In the former
case the foreign body has found its wayinto the bladder in consequence of a wound,
of a fall, of some fistulous communication
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between the intestine and bladder, or finally
through the fault of the surgeon; in the lat-
ter case it, generally speaking, has been in-
troduced by the patient himself, sometimes
for the purpose of relieving a retention of
urine, or pushing back a calculus ; some-
times in a fit of momentary derangement;
but most frequently in consequence of de-
praved and lascivious ideas. The effects
produced by the foreign bodies in the blad-
der are extremely various. Sometimes they
generate the highest degree of suffering and
pain, which terminate rapidly in death ; in
other cases they seem to be scarcely felt by
the organ, or the inconvenience which they
occasion is purposely concealed by the suf.
ferer.
In a therapeutical point of view the pre-
sence of these foreign bodies in the bladder
is a matter of much interest. From the
table to which we have already alluded it
would appear that in 12 cases only, of the
166, they were discharged spontaneously
either from the bladder or by an artificial
passage. This is a curious circumstance,
when we consider that in many cases the
bodies themselves are small, and of a round-
ed form. In 64 cases the operation of litho-
tomy was performed ; the difficulty of the
operation depending much on the size and
shape of the nucleus of the stoue. In 26
cases the foreign bodies were extracted
through the urethra, without the aid of a
cutting instrument. The majority of such
facts is recent and connected with lithotrity.
M. Civiale has already published six cases
in which he has extracted with success two
elastic bougies, a bean, a pea, a stem of a
plant, and a piece of straw. In his present
communication he details two more cases;
in one of which he extracted a fragment of
a waxen bougie ; in another a portion of a
barometer tube about three inches in length.
&mdash;French Gazette, April, 1838.
MODE OF OBTAINING CREOSOTE
THE following is an economical method
of obtaining creosote, proposed by M. Cozzi.
A quantity of tar is distilled in an alembic,
and the products collected in a cylindrical
vessel half filled with water. The products
are acetic acid, eussion, parafin, and creo-
sote, which latter is recognised by its spe-
cific gravity. The impure creosote is iso-
lated from the other products by means of a
syphon, and on this being done sulphuric
acid, weakened with one-half water, is
added; the creosote now mounts to the sur-
face of this fluid, which is warmed by an
admixture of boiling dilute sulphuric acid,
and the supernatant fluid is drawn off and
plaoed in an open-mouthed bottle, one-third
tilled. This is exposed to the air for three
days, and the product is again distilled,
when a reddish fluid is obtained. The lat"
ter having been treated thrice in a similar
mannei furnished pure creosote, limpid as
water, of L007 specific gravity, and boiling 
at 2050 R.&mdash;Jour. de Chem. lled., May,
1838.
UNIVERSITY COLLEGE HOSPITAL.
SIR WILLIAM MOLESWORTH has recently
presented a donation of thirty guineas to
University College Hospital, accompanied
by a letter, in which he expresses his sense
of the " pleasure and instruction which he
obtained in witnessing the experiments of
Dr. Elliotson in Mesmerism," and his cou-
fidence " that the researches now being
made by Dr. Elliotson will add consider.
ably to our knowledge of the phenomena of
Nature, extend the bounds of science, and
afford explanation of numerous facts pre.
viously inexplicable."
THE LATE DR. HARRISON
JOHN B. SERNY.
6, Golden-square,
To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR:&mdash;I have been acquainted with the
late Dr. Harrison ever since the year 1792,
lie having brought me up in the profession
from that date ; and, moreover, for the last
seven years I have been his partner, and I
must say, in contradiction to the phrase,
" somewhat impaired, by its irritation, the
faculties of his mind," used in your sketch
of his life, which you did his family the
honour of giving in your very valuable Jour-
nal, No. 768, that I never observed anything
of the kind, as his writings I believe prove.
Trusting you will cast off this imputation so
undeserved by the worthy and much-lament-
ed Doctor, who died at the great age of 82
years, you will much oblige his family, and
your very obedient humble servant,
May 24,1838.
TUBERCLES.&mdash;It has not yet been proved
that the presence of tubercles in the lungs
of children, even to a considerable degree,
presents a contraindication to the perform-
ance of capital operations. M. Rufz his
seen amputations of the leg and thigh in
children, succeed very well, although per-
sons well exercised in the practice of aus-
cultation had discovered tubercles in the
lungs.&mdash;P. H. G.
.Mr. G. Mitchell is informed that llr.
Wakley was not at the Poor-Law Committee
on Tuesday. An alarming illness in his
family has prevented his attendance at the
House of Commons since Monday last.
